A technique for successful transplantation of tumours into ear-pouches of nude mice to maintain and study the tumour microenvironment.
We have applied a technique which was originally used for cardiac transplantation in mice, to the transplantation of human breast cancers. To our knowledge previous reports of this method for tumour xenografting have not been made. This technique has wider application for many non-vascularised tissue allografts, including for example synovial grafts for arthritis research or other tumour types in oncology research. The method is simple and reproducible within the limits of the experiments reported.